d Play With Top Cast
ights Guild Audience

— By Annona H. Krikland — ;
tten vehicle requires a well-chosen cast
'heatre Guild has both in its current
1. “Picnic” by William Inge is the
id the cast and extremely able one
7 Rogelio Pretto whose professional
of Hal, the drifter, belies the fact that
; only his second role as an actor.
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We don’t like to see peo-
ple on their kness, except
in church, and thought that
the two seenes in the last
act in which the mothep
knelt be-ide her daughter
and in which Resemary
clung to the knees of her
boy friend were overly
melodramatic. To us their
acting is sufficiently econ-
vincing without that ges-
ture. But as we said, it’s
a personal hangup.

Bruce Quinn, who doesn’t
need us to vouch for kis
directing , ability, has done
it again, in company with
Bill Gonzalez who is ra-
pldly acquiring a list of
suceessful productions of
his direction to his credit.

The stage setting, sur-
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S Eugenia

- DUITLE At uie Gung agam.

Her kindly nresence, hoth
seen and felt, throughout
the play is the catalyst
that makes everything turn
out' as it should. And don’t
Jet that transposed date in
her program notes deceive
you. Manv of those who
eould quali’y for the age
don't like to admit it ang
those who can't, ircluding
Ann Bennett, - certsinly
don’t want 30 vears added
to thelr ag». She’s an up
and coming acti-e persen
and a competent actress
as she demonstra‘es once
ag2in in the role of Helen
Petts. :

Making her first appear.
anee on the Jocal stage is
Joan Manfredo who eomes
with 2 wije experinnce in
acting with ceveral theatre
groups In the States. Play:
ing a smalltcwn sehool-
teacher she, and her two
fcllow teachers, played by
Gail Goodrich Totten end
Eurenia Bing, eonvineingly
portray the yestrictions
p'aced uron the pergonal
lives of teachers of that
era in the community.

Ms. Mantfredo has an op.
portunity to show the ver.
satility of her ability as
she ranges from a proper,
schoolteacher to_a_ mere
than slightly tipsy woman,
to a desperately frantic
near-old maid about to
lose her only chance at
marriage, to an exhuber-
&atly hanny bride-to-be.

Gail Goodrich Totten has
anpeared on e Guild
stage previously as well as
-at Bal>oa H'gh School and
is quite at ease. Sur-

Jpri ingly at ease. although

making ter debut on any
stage i5 the third teacher,
Bing. We'd like
Nto see her in a more de-
<manding role, :
Sam Scribner as the boy
Qfriend of the beautiful
dauchter shows that he
can do what is exnected
of him in a serious role
although his ambition is to
do comedy roles.

~ Someday we’d like to see

Jim Dunworth playing
Henrv Fonda becauze - for
a_minute when-he appear-
ed on stage as Rbsemary
Sydney’s (Joan Manire-
do’s) friend. we thoucht
that Henry Fonda had
taken over for Dunworth,
the  resemblance was so0
striking.

He, Dunw-rth, is fine in

~the role of the <mall town.



