'The Victims’ pious and preachy

By MICHAEL MILLS
alm Baach Post S1a%T Writer

The title characters In The Vie-
‘tms, & Miami-baged AIDS drama,
ire & Cuban immigrant and his
vifs, lover and son. But the real
‘fctims of this low-budget produe-
‘lon are viewers unfortunatsa
‘nough to endure It

The film isn't as garishly ex-
Joltatlve a3 its ad lne — “If you
iof't want to cateh AIDS go see
"he Victims” — but it's a pretty
lismal affalr, as depreasingly pious
nd preachy es an Issue-of-the-
wzak TV movie. Even though the
roject’s heart seems to be in the
ight place, almoat everything else
ibotit it [s wrong.

The ntorg purports to be about
how AIDS shatters the life of Paul
Genesco (Roger Pretto), an enter-
gisinf man who escapes Castro's
uba in 1967 and rapidly estabiish-
es himself as a proaperous Miami
buainessman. The persistent Paul
woos one of the {irst people he
meets in America, an employment
counselor named Elizabeth (Sherrf
D'Rosa), and eventually they mar-
and produce a gon (Jonathan
lexman, in the movie's warst cage
of overacting).

Trouble comes to paradise In
the form of Andrea (Mary Fanaro),
a slinky architeet recryited to de-
sign 8 project for Paul's real estate
development [irm. Ecstatle over
the success of theproject, they

hava an intense sexus] encounter,
during which Andrea transmits the
AIDS virus to Paul, who then
passes it on to Eiizabeth.

1

perlod for the syndrome ia often
many years long, Never mind that
the word for catehing a diseasze is
“coniracted,” not “contacted.” The
movle is less concerned with the
finer points of epldemiciogy than
with caghing in on the fear that
“one mistake, one damn mistake”
lc;}n rulh an otherwise unblemlghed
e,

For all the AIDS hoopla In Itz

media campaign, The Victims
doesn't even broach the aubject
until the movie | nearly two-thirds

Naver mind that the incubation -

over, Untll then, we have to settle
for a trite rehash of the siory of the
noble, ambitlous immigrant who
makes it big In tha Unlted Btates.
The film adds nothing fresh to thie
famliliar tale, and by dwelling on It,
shortchanges the real focus of the
stary.

I'm all In favor of ragional film
production, even though it's so of
ten an embarrassment — remem-
ber Scooter in Palm Beach? — so
it's a pleasure to report that The
Victims boasts above-averzge pro-
ductlon values (with the glaring
exception of the costume designs,
whleh tend toward the hideous).
The clnematography, in particular,
is surprizingly good, and the lead
actors are competent.

MOVIE REVIEW
*

THE VICTIMS

CREDITS: With Roger Pratto, Shert
D'Rosa, Rex King, Mary Fanaro and
Lynn Walkar, Diractad by Pialet van
Ransaller, Scresnpiey ny Manny
Diez. 90 minutes,

RATED R: Nudity, saxua situs.
tlong, languags, drugs.

NOW PLAYING: jupitar 8 Theater,
Movies #t Boynton Beach, Movies
8t Pampano Vi, Movias &t River
Bridge Cenls, Movies 1 Town
Centar, Maviag at Traasurg Coast
Square Mall, Regency Squary 8,
3abal Paimg Cinesma 8, The United
Artitts Thaatre, Yero S Cinemas,
Viilage Grean Movies,
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